It is always an agreeable duty with us to record proceedings of a public character which do honour to our profession or to its members ; this duty is doubly pleasant when, as on the present occasion, such proceedings have reference to a most dear and much valued friend. The official relation in which we have so long stood to Dr. Conolly being broken by his appointment to Hanwell, we might be supposed at liberty to indulge our feelings by stating how much we have profited by his kind assistance during our long and happy association, and how deeply we prize the friendship which we trust no change of place or of fortune will ever interrupt; but we are restrained by an apprehension of giving pain to that modesty which forms as marked a feature in the cnaracter of our friend as the great talents and virtues by which it is accompanied. Our regret at losing the cooperation of Dr. Conolly in the editorial department of this Journal?and we are happy in believing, in the editorial department only?is counterbalanced by the conviction that he is at length placed in a situation peculiarly suited to his tastes and talents, and by the confident belief that that most important department of medicine to which his attention will be now almost exclusively devoted, will derive very great advantages from his future labours.
We Club, and a few of their friends, resident in Stratford or its immediate vicinity, who were anxious to do honour to the public and private virtues of Dr. Conolly: and was to be regarded rather as the expression of the social and kind feelings of the club, than any public demonstration of that respect which would have awaited Dr. Conolly, had the assembly assumed a more extended character. There was no gentleman merited better the honour then conferred upon him ; which, from the modesty which had ever been his greatest characteristic, would be more agreeable to him than any more ostentatious mode of expressing their feelings towards him. Notwithstanding they all regretted that the present occasion was to be regarded as a leave-taking, they had the satisfaction of knowing that Dr. Conolly had recently received an appointment in every way suitable to his wishes, and which might, indeed, be looked upon a3 a fitting reward for his talents, and a public recognition of those merits which had so long and so highly been estimated by his friends. The gentlemen with whom tbe appointment rested, viz., the Magistracy of Middlesex, had, in his (tbe Chairman's) opinion, conferred great honour upon themselves in selecting a gentleman who had devoted, during a long series of years, so much attention to that particular branch of medical science, and was, in every way, eminently qualified to protect and relieve the unfortunate individuals whose distressing maladies might ptece them under bis care. In reference to the Shakspearean Club, they could notf&rget how much they were indebted to the residence of Dr. Conolly amongst them r?-~ for a promotion of that and. other institutions upon which they now set a high value. Conolly rose to return thanks for the honour done to bim. When he received the kind invitation of the club, his reply had been that he had known the members too long, and had experienced their kindness too often, to require any formal manifestation of it. But he must confess that the manner in which they met him that day was deeply gratifying to him. They had known him long and intimately; through good and evil report they had been his steadfast friends ; he had come among them, many years ago, a stranger to them all; the best, the happiest, the most energetic of his years had been passed among or near them; his hair (he might literally say) had grown gray among them; his children had grown up among them; and well might he prize the cordial and honest testimony of those to whom so much of his life and conduct was necessarily known.
And, he must add, no man could practise the profession of medicine in any community for many years, without witnessing such changes and chances in the families of his friends and neighbours, and so many scenes calculated to call forth the deepest and strongest affections, as to awaken and daily strengthen in his mind those bonds of peace and charity which were the most suitable to those engaged in the same pilgrimage. Therefore it became doubly grateful to him to hear the kind accents in which they were pleased to mention his humble name and services, particularly as expressed so cordially, so courteously, but he feared, as regarded the object of them, so undeservedly, by their esteemed chairman.
In that very room, sixteen years ago, he had met several of the inhabitants of the town and neighbourhood, for the purpose of instituting the dispensary. Many of its original supporters now sleep in the grave ; but it was cheering to see that, although the individual actors in charitable, as in other works, must fade and decay, the work of charity itselt went on and prospered. The dispensary had grown into an infirmary, which would be the means of affording important aid to the sick poor of the town and neighbourhood for ages to come. On another occasion, eleven years since, he had with much satisfaction assisted in that room in forming a Society for Reading and Lectures, which he knew had already been useful, and which he hoped would hereafter become much more so.
In a neighbouring town he had had the gratification of being one ot those who assisted to form the Warwickshire Natural History Society, the great success ol which was to be ascribed to the extraordinary exertions of a few scientific individuals, to whom he should always feel very grateful) aided by the general interest and patronage of the inhabitants of the county. The pleasure he derived from contemplating these and other provincial institutions with which he had been accidentally connected arose not so much from their actual condition as from a belief that they were only rudimental fragments of future provincial academies or colleges, the advantages .of which, unknown in the provinces of England, had long been enjoyed in other countries, by no means rivalling this country in other particulars. The first humble labourers in that rich field might then be forgotten, but the seed tbey planted would grow and flourish, and diffuse precious fruit throughout the land. (Cheering.) Again, looking back on Strattord recollections, he was reminded how many times he had in that room met many of them, deeply interested like himsell, in devising the means of preserving the venerable fabric wherein reposed the sacred ashes of Shakspeare; to possess which was the boast of Stratford, and might well be the envy of the world. (Renewed cheering.) It delighted him to reflect that out of those efforts sprung the great effort now making by the inhabitants to preserve the whole of their beautiful parish church from decay: and within its walls, lor countless centuries, he trusted their descendants would assemble to offer a pure worship, passing by, not ungrateJ ully, the tombs of those who prevented the whole building J lng into ruins.
He never forgot that these designs began and were fostered in the Club; and it was because the club had ever entertained such useful and liberal designs, returning to Warwickshire had contravened the terms of that bargain. All the evil which this report could do him, or was intended to do him, was now done. It would no more affect him. He would only say that there was not one word of truth in it from beginning to end. Those around him well knew that it was not true; that it could not be true; that such conduct was abhorrent to his nature, and contradicted by his whole life. (Applause.) He wished to make no accusations; he would utter no reproaches ; he fully and sincerely forgave those who had done him undeserved injury ; and he never meant to allude to the subject more: but if such had been his conduct, he should have ill deserved, and could not have obtained, the favour and good opinion of his own profession, which he felt had ever attended him, and for which, strongly and widely expressed, and without his soliciation, he was solely indebted for the appointment which was the occasion of his leaving them. To possess and to deserve the esteem of the members of the medical profession, and to be an honorable member of it, had ever been, and would ever be, the first worldly object of his care, and the highest object of his pride. By the diligent exercise of the duties and virtues of that profession, as far as was in his power, he should ever seek his chief happiness, and must hope to secure honorable reputation." <fcc.
